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•
20

 F
U

T
U

R
E
 C

L
A

S
S
IC

S
by H

ugh and Yura Ponentz

P
lus

•
20

 M
IN

IA
T
U

R
E
 M

A
T
E
S

by Chess M
asters of the Past

F
eaturing

In
stru

ction
a
l

A
bout Chess N

otation:
The recording form

s in this tablet are intended for players 
who know how to notate (write down chess m

oves in special 
code).  Chess notation looks m

ore com
plicated than it is.

H
ere’s a review of the basic pieces of inform

ation which a 
player writes when recording a m

ove:

•
the letter sym

bol of the m
an being m

oved

•
the nam

e of the square where the chessm
an started 

(If it is clear exactly w
hich m

an you’re m
oving, you don’t need to w

rite the 
starting square.) 

•
whether or not the chessm

an is m
aking a capture

•
the nam

e of the chessm
an’s new square

A
lso:

•
If the m

ove places the opponent in check, add the + sym
bol 

after the m
ove.

•
Checkm

ate is m
arked by #

.

•
Record castling on the king-side by 0-0.

•
Record queen-side castling by 0-0-0.

•
 Refer to the m

iniature gam
es for lots of exam

ples!

Chessm
an:

P
N

B
R

Q
K

Sym
bol:

N
B

R
Q

K
(N

o sym
bol is used for paw

ns.)

W
rite the file nam

e using a low
er-case letter.

W
rite the rank num

ber. 

If a capture is being m
ade, m

ark this w
ith an X

.
If there’s no capture, you don’t need to m

ake a 
special m

ark.  You M
A

Y use a - (a dash m
ark).

W
rite the file nam

e using a low
er-case letter.

W
rite the rank num

ber. 

r

Copyright ©
 2001 P

rof. Chester N
uhmentz, Jr.

w
w

w
.professorchess.com



This tablet has 20 special scoresheets.  O
n the 

left side of each scoresheet are the m
oves and 

final position from
 a m

iniature (short) gam
e.

•Each of these actual gam
es lasted less than 

25 m
oves.

•Each ended by one side giving checkm
ate.

•A
ll of these gam

es begin with a king-pawn 
opening.

•A
ll of the gam

es are O
LD

 (m
ost of them

 
are from

 the era of the Civil W
ar!) -- but 

thanks to chess notation, we can replay and 
learn from

 them
 even after 100 years!

The m
iniature gam

es com
e from

 several sources, 
including ChessBase 1.0 and the work of Chris 
W

ard, Ken W
hyld, Rom

an Pelts, Lev A
lburt, I. A

. 
H

orowitz, Fred Reinfeld, and Jam
es Eade.

The exact details of the gam
es differed a few 

tim
es from

 one source to the next.  This is no 
surprise to anyone who’s ever notated their own 
gam

es.  In the heat of com
petition, it’s incredibly 

easy to forget to write down a m
ove or two, or to 

slip into unreadable scribbling!  W
hile the sources 

agreed on the final positions of these m
iniature 

gam
es, there were m

inor discrepancies about the 
order of som

e m
oves and about exactly where or 

when certain gam
es were played.

E
x
ercise 2

O
n the right of each sheet is a blank recording 

form
.  Please m

ake the necessary arrangem
ents 

for H
ugh and Yura Ponentz to fill out these pages.

This is a crucial step for com
pleting this 

collection of fine instructional gam
es!

Chances are, these 20 new gam
es will be m

arked 
by outstanding defense and will last m

uch longer 
than the m

iniature gam
es.  That’s why there’s 

room
 for 75 m

oves per gam
e.  A

fter these new 
instructional gam

es have been added, be sure to 
study them

 just as you did the m
iniature gam

es!

E
x
ercise 1

W
hen you have your chess set out to play a gam

e, 
take a few m

inutes to first play through one of 
these m

iniature gam
es.

Because these gam
es are exceptionally short, you 

can be sure that the losing side A
LW

A
YS has 

m
ade A

T LEA
ST one m

ajor defensive blunder.  
Can you find these blunders, the 
points w

here each gam
e w

as lost? 
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